
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District;

March has arrived and given the abnormal weather we have experienced this winter, I wonder if it
will actually come in like a lion and go out like a lamb. This is the month a lot of charities start up
their fundraising drives and recently I gave a talk about Masonry and charity. It was well received
and a number of people have asked for a copy, so I thought I would share it with you this month.

Brethren my conversation with you this evening is about charity and discussions that I have had with
various Masons over the past while. 

 I would like to say that my comments tonight are not directed at any one person.  They are not
meant to embarrass or make anyone feel uncomfortable, but they are meant for you to continue the
conversation with your brethren. 

Over the past few years, I have been around Masons who have been discussing charitable topics and
every now and then there is a clash of opinions ending with someone feeling slighted.  In such
discussions we have to be careful, as it is our duty to maintain a level of brotherly love for each
other and our obligations bind us to this duty.

As Masons we are freethinkers and Masonry stands for the free expression of opinion as long as it
is done tactfully.  I believe charity is one of the misunderstood terms in Masonry.  A lot of people
attempt to define Masonry as a charitable organization.  A lot of Masons believe if the Lodge is not
constantly engaged in a donation of money to other charities or causes, then the Lodge is not doing
its Masonic duty. Some Masons have a strong desire to donate to charity all the time.  This of course
is not a bad thing. Being charitable is one of duties as Masons. Though it should be noted this does
not always mean the giving of money.

 But if we are to start defining our Masonic Fraternity strictly by the definition of a charity we let
our true purpose slip away.  Our reason to exist is first and foremost to make good men better.  As
a brother builds himself into a true Mason he will undoubtedly be a charitable person. But he will
also become many other things:  knowledgeable, rational, logical, etc. Being charitable is simply
an end result, not a definition of who he is.  Those who want Masonry to focus on charity and not
on our philosophical or spiritual teachings don't actually want Masonry, they really want a charity
organization such as The Lions, Rotary or other service Clubs. We are not a charity; but we are
charitable men.  

Now you are probably wondering where I’m going with all of this? The simple fact is in my
discussions with various Masons, it is becoming very disconcerting that some individual Lodges, but
mainly Districts, are so focused on collecting huge amounts of money to give to other charities and
organizations for their use, that we are forgetting why we exist. If we take away the teachings and
the lessons learned in Masonry and focus on raising money, you will not have Freemasonry, you
have a charity with the square and compass as its logo.

We spent an inordinate amount of time and effort to raise funds for outside organizations when in
fact we have our own Masonic charities that we can support, such as the Masonic Foundation and



the Shriners Hospitals to mention but two; or our own Toronto East District Charity, the Masonic
Youth, Rainbow Girls and DeMolay Boys. 

Also we have to be very careful that when we come to our meetings, we are not expected to have our
hands in our pockets all the time.  This is particularly true of our new Masons.   We tell them, “We
will make you a better man” and we don’t tell them “We will make you a poorer man.”

We cannot support other organizations at the expense of ourselves and by this I mean our Lodges
and Temples. Before we give money to others, we have to make sure that our own financial houses
are in order, that our dues cover our Lodges’ monthly expenses and that our Temples have the
means to maintain the buildings in a manner which meets certain standards and of which we are
proud to bring people.

Let me ask you, if your Lodge did have $5,000 that they wanted to donate to a hospital or some other
organization and at the same time, another Temple needed a new furnace and were short of the
funds and asked for your help, would you help out that other Temple?  Or, would you say “Well, they
haven’t been taking care of their finances.  It’s their own fault they don't have the funds.  They just
squander their money.  They’ll just have to raise their dues.”  Well I can tell you that many of these
hospitals and charities squander money and well-paid professional people run these organizations.
Volunteers and members who are trying to do their best in the face of rampant resistance by
members who do not want to increase our dues and assessments, run our Lodges and Temples.
Ultimately we fall behind.  I would like you to think about how often have we sat in Lodge and have
members argue against raising our dues by $20- 25 dollars a year, then go to the banquet room and
the same guys spend $10-15 for a chance on a bottle of Scotch.  It makes one wonder about
priorities.  And let me be clear of one very important fact.  When you are going around with those
raffle tickets, don't think for a moment that those new Masons don't feel intense pressure to pony
up. Chances are, we have again chased someone away. 

So what about Charity for Masons? I believe that in choosing a charity we should select something
that fits our ideals and is tangible and not just raises funds for larger charities.  Let’s look at our
principles and tenants and focus on relief. I believe relief over the years has often been confused
with charity.  In days gone by each Lodge was required to have an account of Benevolence to
provide relief of their brethren in times of hardship or if he died, his widow and his family.  In other
words, we looked after our own first.

How many lodges today have such a fund?

Of course today the government, through social and health programs, provides many plans to assist
those in need and as a result, we're not called upon as often as our brethren of the past. But I believe
every Lodge should have a fully funded Benevolence account to pay, for example, a Brother’s dues,
or supply his family a Christmas hamper if he falls on hard times.

I believe that if a Lodge has extra money that they would like to donate, we should follow the lessons
of our craft by focusing on relief.  To me the difference between charity and relief is the difference
between want and need.  When I looked up the word charity it said “The giving of money to



organizations to help others.”  When I looked up the word relief it said “Helping to relieve one's
necessities.”  Where have we heard that phrase before?

Say there is a child who cannot walk but who hopes that one day they will be able to; but right now
needs a special wheelchair to get around.  At the same time there is an organization that is working
on finding a cure for this child’s condition. They tell you the cure is just around the corner and they
want you to donate to them.  To whom do you donate the money? Do you support the want of being
able to walk one day, or do you support the need right now so that the child is able to be mobile?
Do we support the want or the need? Do we support the charity or provide relief now?  One might
get your name up in lights one day.  But with the other, you will get eternal gratitude.

Let us not stray from our fundamental principles and tenants of brotherly love, relief, truth.  They
have sustained us for over 300 years and if applied properly, will sustain us for hundreds more to
come. I thank you brethren for your attention tonight.

The Official Visits are under way and have been very well attended.  I thank you for that. This
month, we will have five Official Visits and again I ask you to support the Brethren and Lodges of
your District by attending when possible. You never know what you might learn and the fellowship
is well worth it.

March Official Visits are as follows:

The Beaches Lodge on Thursday, March 1 ; st

West Hill Lodge on Wednesday, March 7 ;  th

Todmorden Lodge on Thursday, March 8 ; th

Scarboro Lodge on Monday, March 12  and th

Acacia Lodge on Monday, March 19 .   th

Wednesday, February 8  at Imperial East Gate’s Official Visit, V.W. Bro. Edmund Ferguson wasth

presented with his 60 year Mason Pin. He had joined Imperial Lodge in February, 1952.  To further
mark the occasion the W.M., W. Bro. Robert Gatt, on behalf of the Lodge, presented him with
beautiful engraved plaque. Many members of Markham Union Lodge were also in attendance as
V.W. Bro. Ferguson is also a member of Markham Union Lodge.  V.W. Bro. Ferguson is a 39-year
member of Markham Union Lodge, and on Wednesday, February 15 , the members of Markhamth

Union Lodge also honoured V.W. Bro. Ferguson at their lodge meeting.  I, along with members of
Imperial East Gate and other Masons attended Claremont to surprise V.W. Bro. Ferguson as
Markham Union Lodge made a presentation of a beautiful plaque to him and a belated 50-year Jewel.
Both Lodges spoke of his personal life, his history and commitment to Masonry. Some good-natured
ribbing filled out the speeches and listening to V.W. Bro. Ferguson speak about his Masonic career
really brought home what Masonry is really all about. This is why we visit; two rewarding evenings
filled with Masonic fellowship. By the way, it didn’t go unnoticed that a lot of us in the Lodges were
not even born when he was made a Mason. Only in Masonry do we share such experiences.
Congratulations V.W. Bro. Edmund Ferguson.



I wish to also remind you all of my visit to the Horace Mundy Chapter, Order of DeMolay on
Sunday, March 25, 2012, 2:00 p.m. at Doric Pickering Masonic Temple.  We will be presenting our
donation cheque at that time during their Masonry Experiences DeMolay event. Let us show our
support for these young men who may come into the Craft from the DeMolay.  
 
W. Bro. David Neave and W. Bro. Bill Willis have informed me the District Awards packages and
Tickets for the 1  Annual Black & White Gala, are now available. I hope you will support what west

believe to be a very important event for Toronto East District.

To keep up to date on the events within our District, please remember to read the Trestle Board and
make note of the dates, or visit our District web site managed by Bro. Michael K. Morris,
www.torontoeastdistrict.com and check the calendar.

May the G.A.O.T.U. watch over you and yours and may we all strive to live up to our
obligations.

Fraternally 

R.W. Bro. Keith Jones
District Deputy Grand Master
Toronto East District


http://www.torontoeastdistrict.com/
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